












coxes ot our family's things, 
I came across a cardboard box 
filled with old VHS tapes and 
audio tapes-Bollywood movies 
and bhangra music cassette tapes 
from the 199©s. Since VCRs and 
cassette players were defunct 
at that point, we got rid of 
the tapes. I felt a deep sense 
of loss at letting go of this 
material history: letting go of 
th8se oDiects when we had such 
few obiects of the �ast. I sent 
a photog_raph of this box to
Jagdeep, and lo and behold, a 
few months later he had sent me 
a beautiful artistic rendering 
of this box of obiects and 
called it "Arora Archive." 

Engaging with Jagdeep's 
work over the years, I have 
found missing and new narratives 
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woven between the threads 
of his vibrant phulkari and 
tapestries-moments of ioy, 
so rarely depicted otherwise, 
between pencil lines, renderings 
of quotidian life that seem 
to say, "We were here. We are 
here. Here are our stories. 
Here are our obiects." His 
works hum with life, vibrancy, 
emotion, history. Things that 
are lef� unsaid are given new 
life. The arLh1ve is coming 
into being, from Kashmir 
to Puniab to Southall to 
Vancouver, and beyond. I can 
think of no greater gift to our 
transnational communities than 
what Jagdeep has created with 
his two hands. 
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